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To Join or Not to Join

Wrestling With Fear and Duty,
Teenaged JROTC Student
Considers Life in Military

By Axsa Wiloe MaTHEws
Staf Reporier of THE Whll STRET JCHHATL
OREONA, Callf, - Early on the morning
of sepl, 11, Michael Madrigal's
mother came into his oo as he
wits walching the Warld Trads
Center birn on, TV,
“I know whial you're thinking,"

suid Judith Madrigal, “¥ou're not joining the

Army”

Her 1T-yeur-old son didn’t repy,

But Mr, Madrigal, 8 senor at Pomani High
School who bias speat four years in the Junky
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps in this subarh
east of Los Anpeles, s drawlng closer to- the
raménl when e will hisve W-answer one of e
toughiest gquestions 4 young person ean face:
Daes he want 0 Join the military at a tims
wltin the LLE, I# embarking on a war?

Fae Mr. Madrigal and his
teemaged and PwWeniysome-
thing peers, it s & diiemma
fixr wiiich they have had -
d e preparation. He i mem
berof Generation Y, the larg-
eaf proup of young Amer
cing - glnce thelr baby
bodrer - parents;  Having
grown up In an age of peace
and afffuence, this group im-
&l novw lias been known for
. I8 VOrACIONE COnSWmErism,

Cotnpanies in the clothing,
Michaid Madrigal congUmeE prodicts and en-
lertainment industries have
thome back Nips trying towin them over,

Row it §s the government's turn, Huving de-
clared war, President Hush and his administro-
thom are faced with oourting o gentration that kas
growm uf i A thme when notlons of patrfotism
seemed remate, I the waron ferrarism becomes
an anpoing presence in American Hfe—one that
colld require & continulng pos of manpower — i
will partly depend oo the willingness of today's
g peaple te play a rode.

Desplie Gen ¥'s reputation for being cod-
died, membecship i junior ROTE programs
over- the last flve yeurs his Fizen more thun
1V, oy 481,520 sturdeids frot 556 440, partly duc -
1o inereased fedieral funding which has alkowed
more gehools ta join, Unlike edllepe ROTE, the
Junier programs, which dee offered by (he
Nawy. Army, Air Foree and Murines fhrough
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One Teen’s Qu;ndary: Should He Join the

Cotinied From Pege 81
high scheals, wren't designed to funnel sty-
dents directly into the armed forces bt
radher b focis on general citienship and
miblitary-relaled shills,

Michae! Madrigal, & son of Costa Rican

! s e kind of teenager likely to
be ol the focal point of the miltary's future
recrulling drives. He Is a company com-
miander 19 the X person JROTC chapler at
Vomona High, which s set amid the vasi,
Lat-groniing seburhsn spraw] an boar east
of Lon Angeles. He likes the discipline and
chnlienge of the JROTE rifle drill ieam. But
1tif post-gradualion plans kave mastly beén
ventered on sllepdinge college, will an eye
vward becoming a pastry chel.

Mr. Madrigal's pirents sauighi toshelter
b grorrkte s, wihil e pufiing Rimyon u path
16 maceesd latet in life, M. Madrigal. who
s a Bridil shop, sis that her Kkls call
It “stperpoolective,” in part becapse she
dotibed them toy guns ard soldiers when
ihey were younger. Sho and her husband, a

weider, pat Michael in a program for gifted
children, though he proved too restiess for
bookwork and gravitaled to spenis. A die-
hared fum af the Los Angreles Lakers, he 5
pasadonate collector of baskelball trisding
cards, picking up some of his 5.000-card
sty on e Bay ued storing them in 4 special
safe.

When Mr Modrigal signed up for

JROTC durieg his freshman year of high
school, his aim was oaly to xet out of gym
claxt. Bul he foand that be Lked if. His
mother was pheased by his choice of sctiv-
Iy, “They teach discipline, pood things,”
she says bn an interview conducted tn Spas-
Eeh, adding (hat JROTC is far better than
oy ammon ts,
Over timie, members of the JROTC bat-
tallon berame Mr. Madrigal's closest
[riends, The unil’s teacher, Sgi. Ma). Rael
Duran, a 30-year Army veieran, worked bo
f comradestilp by organizing soclal
evenis like weekend lnssr-tag autings for
the students.

Madrignl's X
“He'd Jost joke wrownd, fke, “what i
we g0 1o the froot line?™" says Mr. Javinar.

he started 1 waver oa even e re-

fifth of all the troops

easl during the Persian War were

albed to aetive duty froms reserve units.
lr. Madrigal=ays he was ansire that he

the world he lives In aow. =1 was admirtng
everything sround toe,” he save. “Like, i1
do g0, mayhe 1 won't see them or seo this
m‘mwﬂﬂu:mhwm[
olf 1o Afihanistan of what-
shooting?”
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“To me, it's like the whole

thiig,” be Sy, T just something [reatly
| camt s Ve

- Though he's still “petrified” at the idea
of eenbat, he says, "1 just wanted W dosome-
thing andadds,
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Who May Be Liable for Sept. 112

pon. But i0 woukdn't be pearfy enoagh o
comyensale for property damage and bisi-
ness and insurance losses, particularly at
the World Trade Cenler imd 115 sureomd

hijacking & doren jumbo jets en Toute
from the
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